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Further Evidence of the Problems Regarding A and E.

Yours sincerely,
Charles Dodman

th e LSatuﬁy

WREXHAM

(](a:ohook com/LeaderLive/ 3 @leaderlive

leaderive.co.uk SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2018

- SRl ) PET PICTURE
LIFESTYLE- ‘ rf sy SPECIAL
SEVEN-DAYTVGUIDE 7<( ~ 8 ' | = o0,
= 10 PAGES OF SPORT e ‘ a9~

‘Rise demonstrates staff are belng pushed to breaking point’

HOSPITAL ALMOST
AT ‘PERMANENT
CRISIS’ LEVELS
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‘Extreme pressure’
levels at hospitals

Liam Randall
Local Democracy Reporting Service

NORTH Wales hospitals
have been under the most
severe level of pressure more
than 2,000 times since 2015,
according to ‘frightening’
new fi

Statistics released under

the Freedom of Information
(FOI) Act show Wrexham
Maelor Hospital, Ysbyty
Glan Clwyd and Ysbyty
Gwynedd have been at level
four, described as ‘extreme
pressure’, on 2,185 occasions
up to August this year.

Glan Clwyd in
Bodelwyddan faced the
biggest strain, accoun
for almost half (1,032) of
instances, compared to 505
at the Maelor and 563 at
Bangor's hospital.

The situation has grown
significantly worse since
2015 when hospitals only
reached the top level 120

times, in contrast to 977 in
2017.
Last year Glan Clwyd hit
level four more than once

a day (469), but while its
situation has improved in
2018, the Maelor has already
arrived at the trigger point
more times as of it
(182) than in the whole of
2017 (174).

North Wales Assembly
Member Llyr Gruffydd said
the data showed the three
district general hospitals
are operating at ‘almost
permanent’ crisis levels.

He said: “The dramatic
rise from 120 incidents in
2015 to almost 1,000 by 2017
demonstrates that staff are
being pushed to breaking

int.
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“While 2018 has seen
a decrease overall it's
hugely worrying to see that
‘Wrexham hospital has levels
of Level 4 escalation that are
already higher this year than
last year, and we're only in
Al

“Betsi Cadwaladr health
board has been under direct
Welsh Government control
over the last three years and
we've seen this happen.

“What will it take for
this Labour Government
to accept its part in the

mismanagement of our
NHS?”

The four levels demonstrate
how much pressure
emergency departments in
Wales are under and how
hospitals should respond.

According to an official
document, level four is
met when admissions
are significantly above
the expected number and
available capacity, and
patients are left waiting
more than four hours to be
seen.

Triggers include if
emergency departments are
unable to cope with demand
and ambulance patients have
waited more than an hour to

be handed over to hospital
staff.

It can also occur when
there is a lack of capacity in
the coronary and intensive
care units.

The document states that
the situation should be
brought to the attention

of the health board’s

chief executive and Welsh
Government.

In response to the figures,
Betsi Cadwaladr said
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